Peach:
General info: Peaches (Prunus persica) are called the Queen of fruits. They are admired for their showy,
fragrant blooms and tasty fruit. Peach trees are second only to apple trees in popularity.
Peaches can be divided into two categories according to their type of flesh: melting and non-melting.
Melting varieties soften as they ripen, and are very juicy. Non-melting varieties stay firm even while
ripening. They can also be divided according to how the flesh separates from the pit. Freestone peaches
separate easily from the pit, while clingstone peaches “cling” to the pit.
Landscape uses: Small specimen tree; mixed border.
Ornamental qualities: Showy pink blossoms in spring; long, arching leaves all summer long.
Planting: Plant in full sun and well drained soil. Early morning sun is important to help dry the leaves and
reduce the chance of disease. If necessary, cut off any broken or mutilated roots, otherwise keep root
pruning to a minimum. Plant the same depth as grown in the nursery. When the hole is half filled, firm
the soil with your feet before filling the rest of the way. Pack the soil firmly. Do not leave a depression
around the tree. Water well after planting, to help eliminate air pockets.
Pruning: Peaches need to be pruned into a vase shaped tree with an open center to promote good air circulation
and to let sunlight in. This helps reduce the chance for disease, and makes it easier to harvest the fruit.
Pruning should be done during mid-February or in the summer after fruit harvest.
First remove dead, diseased, broken, and low hanging limbs. Do not allow the tree to form a dominant
central leader. Prune out any crossing braches growing back towards the center, and any vigorous,
upright shoots that developed from the inside of the main branches. You can think of the tree being
pruned to look like your hand with your palm facing up, cupped, and fingers spread. Pruning may also
be done in the summer after fruit harvest.
Approximately 4 weeks after bloom, thin out the peaches so there is about 6” between each fruit.
Removal of excess fruit is necessary to ensure proper ripening and to reduce limb breakage.
Fertilizing/Watering: Fertilize in spring and again in summer. Do not let fertilizer accumulate around the
trunk.
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Varieties: ** Listed in order of ripening date
Florida King: Ripens mid to late May. Yellow flesh, clingstone. Beautiful red blush over a yellow base color.
Melting flesh. Self-fertile. A excellent back yard type.
Flavorich: If buying your first peach tree, Start with this type! Ripens mid to late May, Yellow flesh,
clingstone. Excellent back yard type because they ripen so early, less time for bugs and fungi to get on
them.
June Gold: Ripens mid-June. Heavy producer. Delicious, yellow flesh. Clingstone. Self-fertile.
Suwanee: Ripens mid-June. Beautiful, large freestone with yellow flesh. Sweet, mild flavor. Self-fertile.
Southern Pearl: Ripens mid-June. White flesh, freestone. A good eating peach, one of the sweetest. Does
have that southern acidic tang which is not common for a white flesh peach.
Harvester: Ripens mid to late June. Firm, highly colored with yellow flesh. Excellent quality. Freestone. Selffertile.
La Feliciana: Ripens late June. Large, sweet, yellow flesh, freestone.
Donut: Ripens in June. Flat, round peach. Very sweet non acidic flesh. This is one that everybody will be
talking about the shape and flavor.
Ranger: Ripens in July. Late bloomer making them cold hardy. Sweet yellow flesh freestone, heavy producer.
Dixie Land: Ripens mid to late July. Large to very large fruit, very sweet yellow flesh, freestone.
Carolina Bell: Ripens in late July. White flesh free stone. Ripens late July early August. Very sweet, rich,
hardy type. Some consider this an improved GA Belle.
Big Red: Yellow, firm fleshed, freestone. Ripens late August, early September.
Fair Time: Large peach with red-blushed skin, firm yellow flesh with smooth melting texture and good flavor.
Freestone, good for fresh eating or freezer. Ripens mid-September.
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